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uring February, [ acoomipa-

nbed a Erop of ”:n feshermen

o Pembs and S5¢ Lazarus

Banks, but unforunatehy only
spent 1 dav anil a half on the Banks ow T
oo nnforeseen problems. [t was, however,
long enough to give me a good ndication
ol which fish '-.|'u.'|.'i-::\. muke this I:I:IJFHiH-
cent 20km undersater “mountain” thar
howme. After moch anticipation T fimally
|;|.1|.l @i |r|1|:|-:|r|:'|||1:|'._l. Eia FEINFT BN "'nll'rll:hl
this VIR We |_'.||:|g||| onir fall el }:_'”I:-“-'rlll
una, rainbow runner, bluehn kingfish,
kakaap and many other fish during the
last three days there,

The appearance ol missive uranies

of brown manns shrmp brought shaals
of fish wo the surface and they could be
hi=am feeding like the sound of J'|'|Ll|llj'l|::
st hreaks, We sighi-fished and hooked
vellowfin of up to 100, but managed w
lamid [.1:m| riel ease) I:III|!. four that were
sroarnid the Xk - 308k mark 'l._'uu-ci fish
by any measure on a fly mad.  [F anyone
hadd sl se that there wonld be 3 chanee
tir sight-fish and hook large vellowfin
tuna on fly, | would've senously doubted
their integrity, On this mip, however, we
were able to cast a iy doscly mmitanng the
mants shrimp 1o a shoal of fecding fish
and see 3 single hish break from the |h|.'|'|-|.
Ihe fish would follow the fly for only a
metre or two, take itand, at the smke,
speed off into the depths at a Mistering
pace. Che of the vellowfin we hooked on
A ld-wn weighed alwout 250b and ran a
g 2 50mm before 1 oould marm i

OF SALT AND SURF

It was mid-August and ver the
Mozambican sun was relentless as our
tender drfted over the ||n||p-1|i|' of St

Lazarus Banks. With only a couple of

sunlight hours left on our last day on
the Banks, we were all eager for a
chanee o tussle with and land a trophy
|:'_i:'|I|l Lili!:l'nh {ar a ||1|glilill|1 tuna
Winter, hiowever, 15 mist & _uu-cul EREEEE Lin
tarpet giant kingfish, a5 most of them
mave ol Lo Erocher Pasiurcs, |1.'.It||1_1'_
unif.' I_||||.'- mld |||||L;|.'r fin |1|E|.' thae Hanbs.
Earlier that day we had taken cover
from the sweltering heat and prepared
oaerselves for our fimal 1||:|.-.|J|.|1_rhl.

After lunch [ ser up the vice on deck
of the mothership and ned three #60
Black Whistlers, one for each of us. We
checked and repaired our werminal
tackle, ensunng that there were nio weak
points that could ruin our final chance
although of course it can happen that a
fish |||-I.|||:|.' |r|||;11||.|1|"|:|'|||!_r. yaour tackle will
take vour fly, and nothing can prepare
_ Cireg Horn of
.1l1..|r||'|l:.' H.'ll'.'ll-l"a JI.'\.'IH'l:I!:lJ“.l‘l'll LUl Il'll.'
trip anid was the skipper on our tender
We had learnt to trust his judgement
a% hve showed consistent AOCTEEACY O the
drop-offs and water depths. He had
scuba-dived a birge portion of the Banks
anid had WAV NS :||:-.|rL"||1]_r the KMt
where he had sighted fish congregating.
As darkness erept closer, silence fell
over the tender. All that could be heard
was the sorippang souamd of the PENTIENE
hines being retrieved through che

wisid Fosr thar moment

:_-"|::|:'\r.' T 20K 2

rodd puides and the beep from the echo-
sonnder indicating fish somewhere
below the boat. Fach of us was left to
his own thoughts = thooughes thar did
not venture too far from each positve
strip and the chance of a fish pouncing
the flv, The sun evenmually dimimed to
a low grbow and we reverted to oar Black
Whistlers which are better suited oo fow
||.!_-.]'.r condittons, Breee Flall was the first
to attract something big. | reeled in
my line o assist and advise, bur by thar
tierie the hook had somebios |:||.||||:|.|.r
after an out-of-control dash of almaoss
100m. We continied our scarch, CASTIMLE

upcurrent and letting the line sink as
decp as possihle before retrieving with
g, paasitive stoaps.

I'he sun was abouwt o make is
lanihing: on the horzon when my line
suddenly stopped dead. 1 instinctively
struck, simultaneously setting the hook
andd putting g serious arch into the 14-
wt. The fish fought in close praximity
tow whicre it had raken 'I|‘11.' I]:r, IFI.:I-:II1.LE
short 100 = 20m bursts
o be a L.II'I.I.',,‘“"!I'I of sorts becawse of 115
figghting tactics, but was surprised m see
it give in after a less than ten-minute
ussle, Only once the fish had given us
1 side-on view close 1o the surface did
Wi f-;.';j!.hl._‘ |iLr I1r]||l_" WA | rII.'I_EEIiI'-I:I.'-L'I'Il.
black kingfish (Corany fugnbriz).  Cline
Mansheld did the honours and, with
hands safe in gloves, miled the fsh thar
puilled the BogaCarp o 21 1.
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